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Synopsis

Profiles seven dozen people throughout history with various physical or mental disabilities.

Additional articles provide historical background on the disability rights movement.
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Customer Reviews

Grade 5-107This collective biography contains 3-to-4 page essays about 48 famous people (18
women, 30 men) who had (or have) disabilities. Arrangement is chronological, beginning with John
Milton (b. 1608) and ending with Heather Whitestone, Miss America 1995. The majority of subjects
were born after 1880 and are primarily North American. Many of the names are obvious, such as
Beethoven, Helen Keller, FDR; others are not usually associated with a disability, such as Tom
Cruise (dyslexia). Several will not be known outside their area of expertise such as Harilyn Rousso
(disability-rights activist, psychotherapist) and Temple Grandin (livestock-handling equipment
designer). Each well-written article presents information about the disability, the individual’s
accomplishments, and some personal data. A black-and-white photograph (or drawing)
accompanies each essay. The section "To Find Out More" includes a long list of books, magazines,
organizations, and Internet sites. A fine combination of biography and the history of the
disability-rights movement.?Martha Gordon, formerly at South Salem Library, NYCopyright 1997

Reed Business Information, Inc.



Gr. 57-8. Profiling people together because they all have disabilities is in many ways an artificial way
to organize a collection. Moreover, the emphasis on the disability varies from subject to subject. For
instance, photographer Dorothea Lang’s polio-induced limp is hardly mentioned after it is
introduced. But deafness takes up most of the discussion of book reviewer and editor Henry Kisor’s
life. Generally, the profiles, each several pages long, are competently if unexcitingly written. On the
plus side, the selection of people is wide ranging, including John Milton, Harriet Tubman, Bill Veeck,
Frida Kahlo, and Stephen Hawking as well as lesser-known writers, artists, and scientists. There are
also several interesting essays on topics such as the fight for disability rights legislation, the
right-to-die movement, and technological aids for the disabled. There is no independent
documentation, but the bibliography can lead to more information. A clean format and crisp

black-and-white photos add interest. llene Cooper

An Amazing read for anyone to read about what it’s like to be disabled and how you can still
accomplish what a person wants with their lives. People of all ages should start
experiencing/empathizing with people who are disabled. We are still people and all life should be

preserved and respected.

This book was very well organized and | liked the biographies of several people with disabilities. The
only thing that | noticed is that several people, such as Randy Snow, Christopher Reeve, Joni
Earickson Tada, etc., were not included in the book. Otherwise, its a great book and would be a

good resource for book reports for kids and teens.

| love this book and so does my older son (age 20) who has Aspergers. He is currently reading it
with great enthusiasm, and carrying it with him wherever he goes; | think it is inspiring for him and
encouraging. The format of the book is user-friendly, each chapter featuring one exceptional person,
pictures included, chapters arranged in chronological order. The writing style is easy to read and
understand, everyone in our household can enjoy this book (ages 12 to 50). People are fascinating,

and this book celebrates that and piques our curiosity to learn more.

| bought this book for a student that as learning disabilities. It was just the kind of book | was looking

for. Something to give him confidence.



Extraordinary People with Disabilities by Kent and Quinlan (Grolier Publishing 1996) This excellent
book tells the stories of over 50 outstanding individuals who overcame their disabilities. It is written
so that one can choose to read short segments. However, when | picked it up, | felt energized and
needed to read it cover-to-cover. The people profiled are from a variety of racial and economic
backgrounds. Many of these individuals had physical disabilities but some of the stories profile
people with learning or emotional disabilities. Through these stories, the book takes an activist
stance. It tells of many who not only overcame their own disabilities, but went on to help other
disabled people. The stories make it easier to understand the points of view of disability rights
activists. The final chapter gives an overview of important new technological aids for the disabled. It
explains why some of these aids are controversial among the disabled community. A glossary gives
succinct definitions of many of the terms used in the book. An appendix at the back of the book list
many of the major organizations that advocate for individuals with physical and mental disabilities.
There is also a section listing related books and journals. | would recommend this book to high

school students and adults. Carol E Watkins, M.D. Child & Adolescent Psychiatrist

This book is a good book to read if you want to know more about disabilities. | liked the wide range
of people it told about. They are put in order from the year of the persons birth. The downside is that
the book can get boring at places telling about organizations for disabled people.
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